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will work on behalf of the American peo-
ple. And now it’s up to Congress. It's up
to Congress to show the American people
that we have the capacity to de-fund pro-
grams which don’t work and fund programs
which do work.

And I'm looking forward to working with
Members of both the House and the Sen-
ate. It’s going to be an interesting set of
negotiations. But we’re firm in our belief
that we can cut this deficit in half over
a 5-year period of time, grow this economy,

and meet our primary objective, which is
defending America.
Listen, thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:14 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to senior Al Qaida
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel; and President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Statement on the Election of the Presidency Council of the Iraqi

Transitional Government

April 6, 2005

Iraq’s Transitional National Assembly
took a momentous step forward in Irag’s
transition to democracy today, voting by an
overwhelming majority to elect the Presi-
dency Council of the Iragi Transitional
Government.

I congratulate Iraq’s next President, Jalal
Talabani, and its next Deputy Presidents,
Adil Abd al-Mahdi and Ghazi al-Ujayl al-
Yawr, on this historic occasion. These indi-
viduals will be formally sworn in tomorrow
and will move quickly to name a Prime
Minister who will work during the coming

days to select a Council of Ministers. The
new Iragi Government will then begin its
important work of writing a new constitu-
tion, continuing to train Iraqi security
forces, delivering basic services, and ad-
vancing Iraq’s transformation from dictator-
ship to democracy.

The Iraqi people have shown their com-
mitment to democracy, and we, in turn,
are committed to Iraq. We look forward
to working with this new Government, and
we congratulate all Iragis on this historic

day.

Statement on the Death of Prince Rainier IIT of Monaco

April 6, 2005

Laura and I join Americans across the
country in mourning the loss of His Serene
Highness Prince Rainier IIT of Monaco. He
will be remembered as a respected leader
who secured the prosperity of Monaco’s
people. Monaco and the United States have

568

long had a special bond of friendship. We
extend our deepest condolences to His Se-
rene Highness Prince Albert, to the
Grimaldi family, and to all the people of
Monaco.
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